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The study aims basically at identifying rural people orientations towards practice of female circumcision
and dermining factors perpetuating and hindering the continuance of this practice. A field study was
conducted in some rural areas in El-Behira governorate on a systematic random sample composed 189 heads
of households, men and women, using the social survey method.

Findings of the study indicated that 38% of the respondents support the continuance of female
circumcision and 52% oppose it, while 10% undecided. However the findings showed a widespread of the
practice in the area of the study, despite it is restricted by the law: the findings indicated significant
relationships between respondents opinions on female circumcision and each of respondents sex, economic
status and village level of development. Supporters of female circumcision believe that it controls female
sexuality and protect girls purity in addition they believe that it is a religious requirement. Respondents who
oppose female circumcision refuse it because it causes severe health harms and psychological problems to the
girls and they do not believe that it is a religious obligation.

The discussion of the study findings viewed female circumcision practice as a social norm or a behaviour
social rule. Social norm perspective has been used in the examination of the social factors that perpetuate and
that need to be addressed to promote elimination of female circumcision. The study was concluded with some
suggestions that can be used to further strengthen and refine programmes and policies aimed at eliminating
this harmful practice, particularly in the rural areas.



